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Important Information
on Beaches and Dunes
Thanks to the tremendous financial support of approximately
1500 Singer Island residents, a coalition known as Protect Our
Beaches, Inc. (POB) was launched in August of 2012. The
mission of the coalition is to create one voice representing all
46 miles of coastline in Palm Beach County. Obviously there
is strength in numbers when dealing with elected officials on
a county, state and federal level to gain support for protection
of the coastline.
POB held a meeting on April 6 in Palm Beach Shores with
approximately 200 residents and elected officials attending.
POB stressed the urgency to act quickly protecting our
beaches and dunes, stabilizing our shoreline, and ensuring
our most vital natural asset is preserved.
U.S. Congresswoman Frankel, State Senator Clemens, Palm
Beach County Mayor Abrams and County Commissioner
Valeche were present and each made a strong commitment
to join the fight to find permanent solutions to stabilizing our
shoreline and working to find a long term solution to protecting
our beach front. Aides to U.S. Congressman Patrick Murphy
were also present. After FEMA rejected the state of FIorida’s
request for financial assistance after Hurricane Sandy
devastated the east coast of Florida, Representative Murphy
was able to secure $4.9 million in relief funds for Martin and
Palm Beach County. Of this amount, $500,000 was specifically
for Singer Island. Thank you Representative Murphy!
The coalition is growing rapidly. We have 10 condo/homeowner
associations spanning the full Palm Beach coast from Jupiter
to Boca Raton. Each of these associations is bringing financial
support and a louder voice to the cause. The group now totals
more than 20,000 members.
In addition to the associations, the coalition has received
financial support from several corporate sponsors.
Between 2008 and 2012 the County Commissioners voted
5-2 to fund breakwaters off the coast of Singer Island. The
U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers also approved the project.
Breakwaters were subject to four federal agencies signing
off on the installation. Based on legislative language the four
agencies declined the eleven breakwaters. They indicated they
could not determine what affect the breakwaters would have
on the approximate twelve hundred turtle nests that Singer
lsland has annually. Representative Frankel and Murphy have
arranged a meeting for July 12 with the four federal agencies
who also have local offices in Palm Beach County.
We are asking our government partners to consider the
following three points:
• Expanded permitting options to allow new approaches
and solutions to be tested. These options/approaches
include installation of 2-3 breakwaters off the coast of
Singer lsland as a test program to study the effects on the
turtle population.

•

Expedited permit review process to move projects
forward faster
• Long term funding to make certain the coast
remains protected.
The coalition recently filed an objection to the
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) produced by the
U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers related to the widening
of the entrance to the Port of Palm Beach. The
ElS failed to address the impact that the dredging
might have on further erosion on Singer lsland. The
wheels of government move slowly but POB remains
vigilant in finding solutions. For additional information
on the coalition please visit their website at www.
beachescoalition.com.
We are proud to say that the SICA leadership and its
members have been involved with the initial formation
of the coalition and continue to serve on its Board of
Directors. We will continue to keep you informed.

Citizens Become Scientists at
MacArthur Beach State Park
MacArthur Beach State Park’s inaugural Citizen
Science Project is Leatherback Turtle Nest Excavation.
A group of 20 citizen scientists along with MacArthur
Beach State Park staff Will excavate a leatherback
turtle’s nest five days after a hatch-out to analyze and
record their findings. Following the Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission’s (FWC) strict regulations
and protocols on egg excavation, the citizen scientists
will hand dig into the nests until they reach the clutch.
Once they reach the clutch they will sort the eggs
into various groups determining nest productivity and
hatchling success.

“Turtle nest excavation is a research project the
Park has been interested in participating in for years,
and with the help of our citizen scientists we are
able to allocate the resources necessary to make
it a successful analysis,” says Park Ranger, Scott
Duncan. The Park will excavate 10 nests over the next
several months with a goal of increasing the number
of excavations annually. All data that is collected will
be sent to FWC who will act as the clearing house for
53 beaches across Florida participating in this study.
MacArthur Park continued on Page 2

MacArthur Park continued from Page 1

After completing the Park’s inaugural Citizen Science
Project, MacArthur Beach State Park will be looking
for more scientists for additional projects throughout
the year including, building a species inventory of the
park’s plants and animals and a bird BioBlitz.
John D. MacArthur Beach State Park, Palm Beach
County’s only state park, is situated on Singer Island.
The Park is made up of 438 acres of pristine coastal
land and contains four different communities or habitats
including seven species of plants and twenty-two
species of animals on the endangered or threatened
list. MacArthur Beach is truly an “Island in Time”.

1st Annual
Police Appreciation Banquet
Andy Romero and Draga Lindblom from SICA attended
this wonderful event.
On Friday May 17th, 2013, the Riviera Beach
Police Department celebrated the 1st Annual Police
Appreciation Banquet at the Singer Island Ocean
Front Hilton. Since 1962 National Police Week has
served as a national week of appreciation to fallen and
presently serving Law Enforcement Officers.
This year to enhance the celebration, the appreciation
banquet event added the department’s workers and
volunteers to serve as their signature appreciation
celebration and acknowledgement for their hard work
and dedication. The event was well attended to the
point that extra seating was required.
A Night of Appreciation was the theme of the
evening. Mrs. Cassandra Wooten was the Mistress
of Ceremonies. The celebration started with the
presentation of Honor Guard by Captain Anthony
Smith followed by the National Anthem sung by Mrs.
Terrion Nelson, Palm Beach County Educator. Mayor
Thomas Masters led the attendees with a prayer and
Pastor Tony F. Drayton of St. James Missionary Baptist
Church shared some words of encouragement. The
evening weather and the beautiful background were
just the perfect setting for the Award Presentation
on different categories from Partners in Education,
Civilian of the Year, Dispatcher of the Year, Volunteer
of the Year, Detective of the Year and many others.
Chief Clarence Williams presented awards to Honorary
Members, Officer of the Year culminating with a
memoriam for Riviera Beach Fallen Officer Meredith
S. Runck who served from December 6, 1972 until his
unfortunate end of duty April 5, 1974.

Complex Issue For The Island
Enter “Singer lsland” into an internet search engine, and at
the top of the list of results will likely be an ad for one of several
substance abuse rehab centers or “sober houses” located
on the island. Florida has one of the highest concentrations
of these facilities in the country, and the natural beauty of
Singer Island is attracting development of the residences.
Over the past few years, a dozen or more rehab related
residential and treatment facilities have come to the island.
The appeal of sunny south Florida has also drawn many of
these facilities to neighboring cities. According to an article
in the Palm Beach Post on April 8, 2013, Lake Park’s mayor
estimated that they have between 50-100 sober houses and
Terrill Pyburn, an attorney for Delray Beach, said they have
some 500 such facilities.
Virtually no one disagrees with the need to help those
with substance abuse problems get proper treatment. The
underlying philosophy of locating facilities in residential areas
is that safe, secure, stable neighborhoods foster recovery
and avoid exposing clients to temptations that may exist
elsewhere. However, this approach is not without controversy,
as some residents fear that a high concentration of recoveryrelated facilities may substantially change the character of
single family neighborhoods. Indeed, local operators of these
facilities also share concerns about providers who might not
uphold high standards of management and compliance.
Some municipalities such as Palm Beach Shores have
instituted ordinances prohibiting these facilities from locating
within 1000 feet of each other. The City of Riviera Beach has
no such regulations. Indeed, the Americans With Disabilities
Act (ADA) and the Fair Housing Act prohibit discrimination
against persons with impairment or disabilities or on any
other basis. The discrimination argument has prevailed
against several local cities that have tried to regulate
recovery-related facilities.
ln United States of America vs. City of Boca Raton, the court
held that the city’s ordinance excluding substance abuse
treatment facilities from residential areas violated the Fair
Housing Act by unjustifiably prohibiting these individuals from
enjoying the same rights and access to housing as anyone
else. In 2009, Delray Beach adopted laws restricting the
operation of recovery facilities in single family neighborhoods
by limiting the number of unrelated persons residing in a
household and imposing other restrictions. However a federal
judge said the city may have “unlawfully discriminated”
against people needing treatment, and granted an injunction
preventing enforcement of the new laws. The city eventually
settled the lawsuit with the service provider.
Senator Jeff Clemens, D-Lake Worth, introduced Senate
Bill 738 in the 2013 legislative session. The bill would have
mandated a 1000 foot separation between recovery facilities
and required the Department of Children and Families to
license sober houses, which currently operate with little to
no regulation. The bill passed the Senate unanimously, but
later died in conference. According to State Representative
Pat Rooney, the issue of state regulation of recovery-related
facilities is likely to come before legislators again. When it
does, our elected representatives must carefully consider this
complex issue from the perspective of property owners, care
providers, persons in recovery, and all interested parties.
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President’s Corner
With the completion of the construction of AIA and its
beautification, SICA and Singer Island residents can
turn their attention to two vital issues: beach erosion
and the completion of the Ocean Mall. I will discuss
the beach issue in more depth under the beaches and
dunes section of our newsletter.

Further development at the Ocean Mall was stopped
in its tracks by the financial demise of the original
developer OMRD Corporation, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Catafumo Development Corporation.
When OMR Corp defaulted on its loan with BB&T
Bank, an investment fund from New York known as
GSF Trust stepped up to the plate and purchased
the defaulted note from the bank. The purchase of
the note took place in 2012, however, due to litigation
issues involving Catafumo and OMRD Corp, GSF was
unable to move forward until May 1 of this year. Under
the original lease with the city of Riviera Beach and
OMRD Corp, the developer was obligated to pay the
city an additional $300,000 should the build out of the
mall not be completed by a certain date. GSF honored
OMRD’s original obligation and has since paid the city
the $300,000. GFS subsequently asked the city for a
one year extension to complete the build out until May
31, 2014. The city agreed for an additional payment of
$250,000. The remaining Seven Eleven building is to
be torn down sometime this summer. GFS is shooting
for August, however, this depends somewhat on Seven
Eleven’s move to the vacant space at the north end
of the mall. Seven Eleven has already started work
on the improvements to the vacant space. GFS has
also engaged the services of another New York firm
who has more expertise in finding tenants for the
remaining vacant space. The new agreement between
the city and GFS calls for completion of the mall by
May 31, 2014. lf this commitment is not met by GFS
the leasehold improvements revert back to the city.
Once the current Seven Eleven building is razed, GFS
will create a green space until a new structure can be
erected. Through the efforts of Councilwoman Dawn
Pardo and Mary McKinney, head of the Community
Development Department at Riviera Beach, a laundry
list of housekeeping items was given to GSF to improve
the overall appearance of the mall.
Sufficient parking at the Ocean Mall has been an issue
especially on weekends. Riviera Beach CRA Executive
Director, Tony Brown, has been negotiating with a
land holder just behind the Grator Gator convenience
market to erect a parking garage to handle the overflow
parking from the mall. The current owner is not opposed
to the concept, however, he would like to build a low
rise hotel on top of the garage. Ongoing discussions
with the owner, RBCRA, and island residents are still
in progress. The RBCRA and island residents are
focused on cleaning up the back properties behind the
Grator Gator. This issue has always been complicated
by the multiple property owners along Blue Heron and
Beach Court.

2014. Planned improvements at the Riviera Beach Marina
should begin early 2014
Operations at the Rybovich Mega Yacht Center on 20th
Street should hopefully be in full swing by April or May,
2014.

Making Waves
Forty-one seniors from the Riviera Beach Maritime
Academy Class of 2013 toss their caps high at the end
of their unique graduation exercises at the Singer Island
Hilton hotel, This year’s seniors not only “made waves”
by entering their ceremony from the beach and exiting
in the same manner; they also made a big splash by
collectively earning $180,000 in scholarship dollars. Class
Salutatorian, Morgan Pica, will even be recognized at a
congressional reception in Washington D.C. on June 19,
2013, for earning 19 scholarships including one for $45,000
that will pay for most of her tuition at the Fort Lauderdale
Art Institute where she will study Industrial Design. Now
that’s what we call truly making waves!

Security Camera
Thanks to the dedicated efforts of SICA board members,
Marie Davis and Draga Lindblom, and Councilwoman,
Dawn Pardo, who appropriated funds from her Community
Benefits Fund, our island security has been enhanced. The
Police Department installed the security camera, on June
12, 2013, at the north-end of Singer Island.
Per the Police Department, it is recorded and viewable by
our offcers in Sky1. The images look great during the day
and night. The installation of the island north-end License
Plate Reader (LPR) camera is scheduled for this Fall.

SICA Honorary Member

Herman McCray, longtime Riviera Beach Activist
and Honorary SICA member recently passed
away after a long illness. He was a true bridge
builder for civic relations. He was loved, admired
and will be missed by the entire community.

Off the island construction continues on Broadway and
U.S. 1. This is scheduled for completion in the fall of
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Snorkeling Trail
Around The Island
The waters around Singer Island have some of the
most diverse marine wildlife populations along the
east coast, providing spectacular opportunities to
fish, snorkel and otherwise just enjoy our crystalline
waters. These waters are also host to several unique
and lovely underwater parks and trails.
Singer Island Snorkeling Reef
Just east of the Tiara Condominium, running
approximately 1/2 mile along the shoreline, lies
approximately five acres of nearshore reef habitat.
Placed in 6 to 12 feet of water, these structures mimic
natural reefs. The reefs consist of 1 to 2 ton boulders
placed within discrete piles or reef pods measuring
20 feet by 40 feet. Altogether, fifty limestone boulder
reef pods were placed east of an existing nearshore
reef.

A foundation of rock just below the sand supports the
weight of the reefs, which provide a shallow water
habitat for hundreds of species of fish, crustaceans,
and other marine organisms. No two snorkeling
adventures are the same in these reefs, as fish of
all shapes and colors dart in and out of the rocks.
The fish are often friendly and playful, swimming
alongside their human visitors.
Peanut Island Snorkeling Reef
The snorkeling reef and shallow lagoon are unique
features of Peanut lsland’s wetland habitats. From
the beach, you can access rock breakwaters or
enter the snorkeling reef to see fish such as snapper,
grouper, grunts, snook, sergeant majors, porkfish
and parrotfish. The reef’s nooks and crannies are
home to many marine invertebrates including
sponges, arrow crabs, banded coral shrimp, lobsters
and hard and soft corals. The reef is also accessible
to snorkelers via an accessible ramp and swim
platforms.
The reef boardwalk extends 280 feet over water and
is a perfect place to view the reef habitat without
getting wet. You might even see a manatee lounging
in the area. These gentle “sea cows” frequent Peanut
island, grazing on abundant seagrasses.
Phil Foster Park Snorkeling Trail
Another snorkeling trail exists at Phil Foster park,
south of the Blue Heron Bridge in a buoyed area
protected from boaters. The reef consists of discrete
piles of limestone boulders and prefabricated reef
modules placed in 6 to 10 feet of water. Six hundred
tons of rock were used to build the 800 foot-long
snorkel trail. The various shaped piles are separated
by a trail of smaller boulders.
Six concrete reef modules, two tons each, were
placed between the piles of rock. These unique
structures contain tunnels, interior cavities, ledges
and small habitat spaces for fish, octopus, seahorse
and other types of sea life. A kiosk constructed near

the shoreline includes information to help snorkelers identify
various sea creatures.
These underwater parks are a prime example of the unique
and wonderful things Singer Island has to offer. Next time
you’re looking for something fun to do, why not grab a snorkel
and go exploring!
Source: Palm Beach County
Department of Environmental Resources Management

CRA Safety Business Plan
Riviera Beach Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA)
brought on board Ken Stapleton of SafeDesign, to assist the
CRA in the Public Safety Business Plan Development.
Ken shared the importance that involved residents have
a basic understanding of the tools and strategies; and its
goal will focus on a series of innovative ways to improve
both real and perceived safety, including improvements to
the physical environment, program adjustments like patrols
and ambassador programs, and strategic communications
efforts. There will be plenty of lectures and discussions, but
volunteers will also partake in field exercises as part of the
learning experience.
Singer Island, SICA members/residents and businesses,
have been participating in the training classes for public
safety professionals and residents and are very impressed
with the process, thus far.
For more information, please contact the CRA at 561-8443408 or email to ajenkins@rbcra.com.

Singer Island Generosity
Thanks to generous donations from Singer lsland residents
and SiCA members, SICA donated funds to the family of
Fresnel Atilus, a beloved 32-year old married father of seven
who was tragically killed while driving his colorful ice cream
truck.

Atilus’s wife lranaise and her brother Wesley accepted
the donation on behalf of her children, expressing
deep gratitude for the kindness of SICA members and
supporters. This money will help the Atilus family to carry
on the proud legacy of Fresnel Atilus, honoring his life and
the positive impact he had on the community.
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Profile of SICA Sponsor:

Please Patronize
Our Sponsors

Schaffer Mortgage Corporation
Schaffer Mortgage Corporation is a local mortgage
lender offering a diverse array of products for various
real estate financing needs including Conventional,
FHA, VA, Jumbo and Commercial mortgages.
Matthew Schaffer, President, with over 20 years
lending experience, has owned a house on Singer
Island since 1999 and specializes in the area.

From purchase to refinance to construction lending,
for a new home, a second home, or investment
property, Schaffer Mortgage Corporation has the
formula for a quick, accurate and efficient process.
Headquartered in Palm Beach Gardens, Schaffer
Mortgage Corporation is licensed to lend throughout
the state of Florida and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Large banks attract more business but with only
one set of guidelines borrowers don’t always fit
them. With Schaffer Mortgage Corporation you get
the advantage of over 20 different mortgage outlets
giving the best probability of loan approval. With
so many different lender overlays you need the
flexibility of multiple outlets. The experienced loan
professionals at Schaffer Mortgage Corporation are
dedicated to creating the perfect loan package for
each client depending on their property or personal
profile needs.
After all his years of travel for business and pleasure,
Matthew Schaffer still considers Singer Island one of
the best places to own property. He has been Vice
President of Yacht Harbor Manor Property Owners
Association for the past three years and a Director
for Singer Island Civic Association for the past three
years. SICA works to protects Singer Island keeping
it a most desirable place.

SUSAN BENNETT, REALTOR, SINGER ISLAND
Cell 676-3376, Office 282-5270 Keyes Company
CAMPBELL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 954-427-8870
Professional Management Services to Singer Is. Associations

COMERICA BANK
Pierre Rodriguez, President
ENERGY PLUS WINDOWS & DOORS 561-802-8632
3866 Prospect Ave., Ste. 13, Riviera Beach, FL 33404
ROBERT E. GONSTEAD, CMIS
ADCAHB Medical Coverages
GOODWAY PRINTING & COPY CENTER
101 East Blue Heron Boulevard
561-842-6344
PLASTRIDGE INSURANCE, Brendan Lynch 386-1703
Insurance for the Condo Association & Unit Owners
SCHAFFER MORTGAGE CORP. www.mtgbiz.biz
Matt Schaffer, Singer Island Resident 561-799-9954
SINGER ISLAND PACK and SHIP - Fedex Ship Center
1281 N. Ocean Drive, Singer Island 561-863-6245
JAMES M. STEWART, ESQ. - ATTORNEY AT LAW
1211 Plaza Circle, Singer Island
561-842-2477
SHERRY TEMPLE, CRS, GRI, BROKER SALESMAN
Illustrated Properties Real Estate
561-315-4490

NMLS#224179
3307 Northlake Blvd #103
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33403
561-799-9954

Lost Shoe Tree
As you may know, Singer Island had a “Lost Shoe
Tree” on its beach for more than a decade until it
got smashed by Hurricane Sandy last year. This
tree was a reputed attraction and old tradition for
habitants of Singer island and for tourists. Each time
the ocean was bringing a lost shoe, people would
attach it to the tree. There used to be about 150
shoes on it, all being different.

Since April 29th 2013, we now have a brand new
“Lost Shoe Tree” renamed “La Cryde Lost Shoes”
on the island, a name coming from a famous oldtraditional house in Aix-en-Provence in the South
of France. The tree was arranged and decorated

by Alienor Fabry and Sebastien Pluchard two young adults
living on the island and protecting its beaches.
The tree is located on the beach just a little south of 5000 N
Ocean Drive.
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SINGER ISLAND CIVIC ASSOCIATION
SICA is seeking new active Board Members.
If you would like to talk about
getting involved please call
President Bob Gonstead at 561-628-6682 or
Vice President Ann Rettie at 561-762-9311

President..............................Robert Gonstead

Real ID

Treasurer........................................ Ann Rettie

The federal REAL ID Act of 2005 set new standards for driver
licenses and state identiflcatlon cards. You will be required
to have a REAL ID to board a plane or enter any federal
bullding in th|s country.

You have tlme to get a REAL ID. The deadllne depends on
your blrth date.

S.I.C.A. OFFICERS
Vice-President........................... Andy Romero

Vice-President................................ Ann Rettie
Secretary................................Draga Lindblom

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Dan Calloway
Bernard Rice
David Schnyer

Take another look . . .
Visit us on the web at:

sicasingerisland.com

