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President’s Message
by Robert Gonstead

By this time our members are reading
my message many of our seasonal
residents have returned and our year
round residents have made it through
another hurricane season unscathed.
SICA is actively involved in several
different issues affecting island
residents. Some of these issues are
continued development at the Ocean
Mall, a police substation, more and more sober houses,
Riviera Beach CRA activities on the island, and last but
not least the severe erosion problem on our beaches.
l will address the Ocean Mall and the CRA and other
board members and Riviera Beach officials will comment
on the remaining topics.
There is a new owner of the leasehold improvements at
the Ocean Mall. The purchaser of the mall is from Boca
Raton and has many years of experience in developing
retail sites. Upon visiting the mall one can see that
the old 7-11 has moved to a new location at the north
end. Plans call for a two story structure where the old
7-11 was located. Construction is to begin tentatively in
February. The new owner indicated he is trying to attract
at least one more restaurant operator with an upscale
motif. Other retail type businesses are also planned.

Artist concept of next portion of the Ocean Mall
The Riviera Beach CRA continues to make its presence
visible on the island. Their recent acquisition of Max
and Eddy’s restaurant site is the first step in trying to
change the appearance of retail sites along Beach
Court and Blue Heron Blvd. Tony Brown, Executive
Director of the RBCRA has had ongoing discussions
with property owners on the island. A parking garage
is still in the works behind the Grator Gator. There has

been talk of putting a small hotel on top of the garage.
Island residents have expressed their concerns about
the height of such a structure. They have told Mr. Brown
that five stories is the maximum height with which they
would feel comfortable.

Special Election - Marina Referendum

On March 11, 2014 the City of Riviera Beach will hold
a special election. The only item on the ballot will be
a referendum allowing private development to take
place at the Riviera Beach Marina. A similar referendum
was approved by the citizens in March of 2011 which
replaced another referendum approved in November
of 2010. The 2010 referendum prohibited any private
development at the marina. A legal challenge to the
2011 referendum resulted in a local judge ruling that the
2011 language was not clear as to its intent. Because
of the judge’s ruling it was necessary for the city to redraft the language and place it on the ballot in March of
2014. It is very important that all registered voters turn
out and vote to support the new referendum. Without
approval the only development that would take place
would be the construction of a new Newcomb Hall.
This would be a publically owned facility which has
traditionally been subsidized by the City of Riviera
Beach. The Riviera Beach Marina boat slips would
be operated by the city. The marina operations have
consistently lost money over the past several years.
Why is the fate of the marina important to Singer lsland
residents? Private development at the marina increases
the tax base. This will have a positive effect on the taxes
that island residents pay. Without private development
the marina has the potential to be a sinkhole for city
residents. The last election held in March of 2013 saw
only 600 residents on the island vote out of a potential
3,000 registered to vote. SICA along with the other civic
organizations on the island is determined to not let that
happen. If residents don’t like getting in their car and
driving to Phil Foster Park to vote, they can secure an
absentee ballot and drop it in their mailbox.

Beach Update

Ongoing beach erosion continues to be a vexing problem
for residents of Palm Beach County and the entire State
of Florida. The north end of Singer Island has been one
of the most impacted areas in the state. The solution
for beach erosion on Singer Island is complicated by
environmental issues such as the large number of turtle
nests annually and the hard bottom offshore that helps
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5. We are advocating for recurring revenue for beach
projects at the federal,state and local levels.

sustain sea life. Over the past several years island
residents have lobbied elected county commissioners
to approve permanent structures off the coastline of
Singer Island. The county commissioners actually
voted 5-2 in approving breakwaters off of the island.
The breakwaters also had the support of the Army
Corp of Engineers. Final approval had to come
from four federal agencies such as the Federal Fish
and Wildlife Commission. The four agencies nixed
the proposed breakwaters due to environmental
concerns.

The ultimate goal for the coalition as it pertains to
Singer Island is the construction of breakwaters off
shore. To accomplish this, the coalition must convince
the federal government to allow a test pilot project of
3 to 4 breakwaters to determine the impact on turtle
nesting. The best and quickest way is to have our local
congressional representatives sponsor a bill allowing
the pilot project to move forward. Congressman Patrick
Murphy has instructed his staff attorney to contact the
coalition’s political lobbyist, Tom DeRita,for the proposed
language. Tom will be working with Palm Beach County
Environmental Engineer, Dan Bates,for help regarding
the wording. For more information regarding the coalition
visit their website at wwwbeachescoalition.com.

After Hurricane Sandy dealt a severe blow to Singer
Island beaches, condominium owners on the beach
felt they could no longer wait for the government
to protect their beaches and more importantly their
homes. With the threat of evacuation from their
homes during Sandy, more condominiums applied
for seawall permits. The Florida DEP approved
their requests and several seawalls will be under
construction by the time you read our newsletter.
Once again the Federal Fish and Wildlife Commission
threatened some condominium associations with
potential criminal charges due to environmental
concerns pertaining to sea turtle nesting.

Riviera Beach Planning and
Zoning Wrap Up 2013
Dear Residents and Friends:
All in all, it was a very good year. Although the January
7, 2013 meeting was cancelled a workshop was held re:
the Marina Redevelopment Project.

In August of 2012 a new beach coalition was formed
due to the efforts of Sonny Nardulli, president of
Eastpointe One. Sonny reached out to SICA for help
in organizing and maintaining the coalition.

The public was invited and ultimately the project received
great support. There was much discussion about
the private/public partnership with Viking the Master
Developer, and other consultants and Architects.

Protect our Beaches Coalition has grown from 1400
members on Singer Island to over 20,000 association
members from Jupiter to Boca Raton. Annual
membership dues started at $80 per resident per
year and since have been reduced to $40 for 2014.

The Marina Re-development project will create
opportunities for recreation, tourism, and entertainment.
More importantly the Marina Redevelopment project
will strengthen the Riviera Beach economy bringing
economic development and opportunities to become a
regional destination.

The following are many of the accomplishments the
coalition has produced since its inception:
1. Gained support of several business and
professional organizations including the
Realtors Association of Palm Beach County,
Palm Beach Economic Council and the Palm
Beach Council of Firefighters and Paramedics.
Also the Marriot Resort and SPA on Singer
Island.

The Board added one regular member, Brian Coulton
and two alternates, Kimberly Jackson (former candidate
for City Council) and Arthur Hamilton.
At our April meeting for the benefit of the new members
the staff made an informative presentation pertaining to
The Florida Sunshine Law, Roberts Rules of Order and
our responsibilities as P & Z members. We were urged
to study the development pattern and uses permitted
by the City and the future land use map and land
development regulations, all of which are governed by
the Comprehensive Plan of Riviera Beach.

2. Expanded the coalition’s board to include
community leaders throughout Palm Beach
County.

3. Met individually with every county commissioner,
State officials, and the entire Palm Beach
County Congressional delegation.

The Board approved several large child care facilities to
increase in size from 6 to 12 children, with the proper
state and local licenses. Much discussion was held
regarding the State Road 710 Project (Martin Luther
King Blvd.) to the Port, widening the roadway, noise,
and the negative impact on neighborhoods in the
corridor. Correspondence was reviewed to Governor

4. We are pushing for changes to the Federal
environmental laws, NEPA, to allow for
more permitting latitude so that innovative
approaches, technological advancements,
and alternative erosion control systems can be
evaluated and vetted.
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is patrolled by paid staff of the Palm Beach County’s
Environmental Resource Management (ERM).

Scott requesting a re-evaluation of a sound wall
or other similar mitigation strategy to protect those
neighborhoods.

Each morning, during turtle nesting season, Debbie and
her volunteers patrol the South Mile looking for new
nests and false crawls (non-nests). They not only count
the crawls but the eggs as well and that is what Debbie
was doing when I met her.

During the previous year an application was made
for an internet café/arcade. While the matter was
pending the Florida House deemed it was “electronic
gambIing.” The City immediately wrote a letter to
cease and desist.

I received quite an education!

We reviewed the Amended CRA Land Development
Regulations re: The redevelopment of the Marina
District, including graphics, and the regulating of the
downtown Riviera Beach street type maps...

The 2013 Turtle Nesting Season for the endangered
Green Turtle was a banner year, best yet!
IMPORTANT!!!!
THIS IS WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW!!!!

We reviewed the City Ordinances and reviewed
(proposed) amended Ordinances re: walls, fences
and a proposed amendment to permit electric fences
in a limited industrial zone.

The Leatherback Turtle can weigh as much as 2,000
pounds and is considered a prehistoric creature. It lays
its eggs in February or March. The incubation period
is between 70-80 days and the Leatherback produces
between 60-80 eggs per nest, also called a clutch. In
2013, 12 nests were located on the South Mile while 16
nests were located on the North Mile. That translates to
a lot of baby turtles!

We received several updates re: the Marina
Redevelopment project in general and pertaining to
specific elements such as Newcomb Hall, Bicentennial
Park, Marina offices, street abandonment .......
Our City is like a sleeping giant and this is a very
exciting time. l am privileged to be included in this
historic part of Riviera Beach/Singer Island history.

The Loggerhead and Green Turtles lay their eggs in
June. The incubation period is between 55-60 days
and each produces an average of 100 eggs per clutch.
During 2013, 226 Loggerhead nests were located on
the South Mile while 887 nests were located on the
North Mile.

I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
Healthy New Year.
Marie Davis
Planning and Zoning Member
Singer Island Resident/SICA Board Member

During 2013, 95 Green Turtle nests were located on the
South Mile while 654 were located on the North Mile.
**PIease note: In 1997 there were only 10 Green Turtle
nests (total) found on Singer Island.

Turtle Talk

The obvious question is, why are there so many more
turtle nests on the North Mile vs. the South Mile? One
explanation is that the North Mile consists of mainly
condominiums, whose owners are seasonal and the
lights from the condominiums are minimal. And, there
is very little nighttime beach traffic. The South Mile
consists of condominiums, hotels, timeshares, a public
beach, restaurants and bright lights from those buildings
and from parking lots. And there is much more nighttime
beach activity. If turtles are disturbed trying to dig a nest
to lay eggs, they go back into the ocean.

by Marie Davis

Dear Residents and Friends:
I recently had a very interesting experience on the
Singer Island beach. As I walked my dog I was
suspicious when I saw two ladies digging up turtle
nests.
I had just found the Sea Turtle Conservation League
of Singer Island, a 501©3 since 1997 headed up
by one vivacious Debbie Sobel who works with 19
volunteers from all walks of life. She said it takes an
entire summer to train one volunteer.

Please Note: The above information excludes Palm
Beach Shores which is part of Singer Island

Debbie is in charge of the South end of Singer Island
(known as the South Mile) from the south border of
the Ocean Mall property to the North border of the
Oasis Condominium.

Even though conservation is paying off,
THE LEATHERBACK TURTLE IS CONSIDERED A
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED SPECIES!!!
THE GREEN TURTLE IS CONSIDERED AN
ENDANGERED SPECIES!!!

The north end of Singer Island (known as the
North Mile) is from the south end of The Martinique
Condominium to the south border of MacArthur
Beach Park

THE LOGGERHEAD TURTLE IS CONSIDERED A
THREATENED SPECIES!!!

Due to the previous breakwater study this area
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New Board Members

2. Set your alarms.

SICA is welcoming new Board Members. lf you have
an interest in joining the board please contact Bob
Gonstead, president, at: 561 628 6682.

3. Never leave valuables in plain view in your
vehicle even if it’s locked.
4. Always call in anything you feel seems out of the
ordinary.

Board members meet casually on Wednesday mornings
for breakfast at 8 am at the Martinique. These meetings
provide for an exchange of information from the various
members on committee activities or catching other
members up on City related matters that they may be
involved in. Since Singer Island is governed by the
municipality of Riviera Beach it is important for us to
stay engaged in these matters as they affect our taxes.
The proposed economic development of the Marina
District is imperative for the future of the City and the
resulting implications on Singer island

Charles “Chuck” Cheeseman
Riviera Beach Police Dept.
600 West Blue Heron Blvd.
Riviera Beach, FL 33404
561-845-4123/561-707-0132
cchesseman@rivierabch.com

November SICA Meeting
Highlights

Participation in these morning sessions is voluntary
and individuals come as they can. Occasionaily there
will be a pre-announced speaker and then all members
are requested to be present. In addition to information
exchange we also have a good time!

Beach and Shore Protection

Introduction of Guest Speakers: Mr. Gonstead noted
that the eroding beaches, not only on Singer Island,
but Florida-wide, have caused considerable concern
over the years and have reached the critical stage.
The “Protect our Beaches Coalition” was formed, with
SICA lending considerable support, and the program
for this, the first meeting of the 2013-14 season,
has been organized to provide to our members and
guests an update on our beaches and dunes. Mr.
Sonny Nardulli, who resides on Singer Island and was
instrumental in forming the coalition, is the President.
The 23,000 members of the coalition provide a strong
voice to elected and appointed officials at all levels of
government. He noted that Michael Sloser, President
of the Community Officers Association of Singer Island,
and Jim Williams, a member and past Director/Officer
of SICA, are members of the Board. Mr. Gonstead
introduced and welcomed our guest speakers:

Officer’s Corner
I would like to take a second to
introduce myself, I’m Police Officer
Chuck Cheeseman your Officer
assigned to Singer Island. I have been
a Police Officer with the City of Riviera
Beach for 8 years. Prior to being
assigned as the Singer Island Beach
Patrol Officer, my prior assignments
with the Riviera Beach Police Department include
Road Patrol, Community Redevelopment Officer and
K-9 Officer.

Karen Marcus, Immediate Past Palm Beach County
Commissioner, District One, tirelessly represented
Singer Island during her tenure in office and continues
to work closely with officials at all levels on behalf of
our beaches and dunes. She is also a member of the
Protect Our Beaches Coalition. She spoke about the
Beach Management Agreement (BMA), which has
been widely supported even by cities in the western
part of the county, since they too realize the importance
of our beaches. Ms. Marcus added that she has been
speaking with Congressman Patrick Murphy and
Congresswoman Lois Frankel, primarily regarding
permitting issues. Both have been very supportive.

I have been in Law Enforcement for a total of 16 years to
include serving with the North Palm Beach Department
of Public Safety as well as the New York City Police
Department. Aside from Law Enforcement I have
worked in the private sector as Director of Operations
for multiple high end gated residential communities
throughout Palm Beach and Broward Counties.
I took on the challenge of becoming the Officer assigned
to Singer Island approximately l year ago and feel that
I have made the right decision in my career. I enjoy
my assignment and really feel I can continue to make
an impact while building a good bridge between the
residents of Singer Island and the Police Department.
If you see me out on the road don’t hesitate to wave
and say hi.

She pointed out the importance of bringing together all
of the agencies involved to discuss these and related
issues, but noted that the Army Corps of Engineers is
not yet on board. She added that a permanent funding
source for our beaches is needed.

Please let me offer out a few useful tips to assist in
Crime Prevention.
l. Always lock your doors even if you are only going
to be away for a few minutes.

Dawn Pardo, Riviera Beach City Council Chair ProTem, works closely with Ms. Marcus, the City, and
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Palm Beach County and State officials in an effort
to protect our beaches and dunes. She noted
that the Palm Beach County League of Cities has
been very supportive of the Beach Management
Agreement (BMA) a Palm Beach County pilot
program which promotes a regional approach to
the problem. There are several elements to this
plan, and a better possibility of phasing in the plan
with the added participation. The area runs from
the Jupiter Inlet to the north side of the Palm Beach
inlet. The Palm Beach County League of Cities, a
group of thirty-eight municipalities supporting one
another, has passed a resolution in support of the
BMA.
Hal Valeche, Palm Beach County Commissioner,
District One, Commissioner Valeche, like Ms.
Marcus who preceded him, continues to work
closely with officials at the County and other levels
of government and has pledged his strong support
for our beaches and dunes. Commissioner Valeche
noted that he would like to defer his comments to
Daniel Bates, since he is most closely associated
with what is occurring with our beaches at this
time.
Daniel
Bates,
Deputy
Director,
Palm
Beach County Environmental Resources
Management, reported on several aspects of the
efforts at the county level to protect the beaches
and dunes, not only on Singer Island, where under
a prior agreement sand is periodically placed on
the beach, but the entire Palm Beach County
coastline. Mr. Bates discussed large scale projects,
projects currently in the planning stages, the
expediting of projects, and the Palm Beach County
pilot program. He also addressed “shoaling” in the
navigation channel and the probable necessity for
dredging in the near future. Mr. Bates stated that
overall he feels Palm Beach County is headed in
the right direction, and added this has been a very
productive season for turtle nesting.
Dr. Tom DeRita, CEO, The Resource Group: Dr.
DeRita is working at the state, federal and local
levels and reported that there is incredible support
for our beaches. Congressman Murphy has been
able to help secure several millions of dollars to
assist affected areas in the State, including Palm
Beach County. Dr. DeRita indicated that he feels
inroads have been made in expediting needed
projects and that this can be anticipated to continue
with a good future outcome.
Rich Johnson, Public Concepts: Mr. Johnson
indicated that over the past fourteen months the
Save Our Beaches Coalition has grown from
1,400 to 23,000 members along the Palm Beach
County coastline. A website has been created to
keep everyone informed and to date Facebook

Please Patronize
Our Sponsors
SUSAN BENNETT, REALTOR, SINGER ISLAND
Cell 676-3376, Office 282-5270 Keyes Company
CAMPBELL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 954-427-8870
Professional Management Services to Singer Is. Associations

COMERICA BANK
Pierre Rodriguez, President
ENERGY PLUS WINDOWS & DOORS 561-802-8632
3866 Prospect Ave., Ste. 13, Riviera Beach, FL 33404
ROBERT E. GONSTEAD, CMIS
ADCAHB Medical Coverages
GOODWAY PRINTING & COPY CENTER
101 East Blue Heron Boulevard
561-842-6344
PLASTRIDGE INSURANCE, Brendan Lynch 386-1703
Insurance for the Condo Association & Unit Owners
SCHAFFER MORTGAGE CORP. www.mtgbiz.biz
Matt Schaffer, Singer Island Resident 561-799-9954
SINGER ISLAND PACK and SHIP - Fedex Ship Center
1281 N. Ocean Drive, Singer Island 561-863-6245
JAMES M. STEWART, ESQ. - ATTORNEY AT LAW
1211 Plaza Circle, Singer Island
561-842-2477
SHERRY TEMPLE, CRS, GRI, BROKER SALESMAN
Illustrated Properties Real Estate
561-315-4490
has logged 6,000 “Likes”, indicating a growing interest in
the problems of our beaches. He expressed gratitude to the
Palm Beach County Commission, adding that he feels the
coalition represents a group of true resident activists and this
is recognized at several levels of government.
Dawn Pardo - An update on the City: The Rehabilitation
facilities continue to expand on Singer Island, the mainland,
and surounding areas. These facilities, which are protected
under the Americans With Disabilities Act, are being closely
reviewed by the League of Cities, since many areas are
being affected and the facilities are not closely regulated.
The DCF has released a report indicating that the funding
to regulate thes facilities more closely is not in place. New
signage stating, “Welcome to Singer lsland” will soon be in
place. The Marina project on the mainland is moving forward.
Councilman Pardo urged everyone to turn out to vote on the
Referendum in March which will address this area.
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Media Madness

Featured Business Member
Bob Gonsted,
ADCAHB Medical Coverages

Riviera Beach consistently fights an image battle with
the media. The media seems much more focused on
historic happenings than the good news of the city.

As an insurance consultant for 18 years specializing in
medical insurance nothing has impacted our industry
more than the passage of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act in March of 2010. The Affordable
Care Act or ACA requires all individuals to purchase
insurance coverage by January 1, 2014 or pay a tax
penalty that increases annually. Employers with 51 plus
employees are required to provide insurance or pay a
$2,000 tax penalty per employee if they choose not to
provide insurance benefits. The first 30 employees are
exempt from the penalty.

Most recently, the media blast of Riviera Beach as the
20th most dangerous city in the country received lots of
attention. The reality is this - At our December meeting,
the police reported that crime in Riviera Beach is down
49% over the last 10 years. The “20th Most Dangerous
City” was not a scientific study, but was real estate
driven by a firm called, “Neighborhood Scout.”
Watch for a summary of the Police Department
presentation in our next Newsletter. We have a
dedicated police force engaging some of the latest
technology to help keep us safe.

Why does the legislation require everyone be covered
by insurance? The bill was crafted with the consult
of insurance industry executives who informed the
government that the only way to bend the cost curve
downward was to require everyone to be in the risk
pool. Some sources estimate 12 to 15 million of the 30
million plus who do not have insurance are between
the ages of 18 and 35. These individuals typically are
healthy and do not generate medical claims such as
those in their 50 and 60’s.

Watch Your Speed
Broadway construction has made the Singer
Island A1A route to US 1 a self-selected detour
for those in a hurry, especially at the beginning
and end of the work day. Riviera Beach Police
keep increased patrol on the Island for speeders
and are operating under a “Zero Tolerance”
enforcement. This helps all residents be safer,
on foot and in their vehicles on the roadway.
However . . . Island residency provides no
exemption to compliance. So residents be alertspeed matters even more and we need to be
certain to watch the “peda|”.

For several reasons this age group chooses not to
purchase health insurance and pay into the risk pool.
There are several aspects of the new law that are very
positive. The new individual policies are guaranteed
issued and no one can be turned down. Secondly,
insurance companies can no longer cap the amount
of medical coverage they provide for policy holders.
The new policies also provide annual wellness exams
at no cost. Under the new law there are 10 federally
mandated benefits that must be included in the policies.

SICA Membership Renewal
Your 2014 SICA membership information will be
arriving soon. Please join us and invite a friend to join
as well!

To coin an old physics principle... “for every action
that takes place there is a reaction.” To make the new
law work, actually old policies must be replaced with
the new policies. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida
estimates approximately 330,000 of its policy holders
will be migrated to the new policies in the summer of
2014. Because these policies are guaranteed issued
and provide more benefits, the cost of these policies
will be higher than their current policies. The federal
mandate for employers has been moved from January
2014 to January 2015. The President recently indicated
his approval for allowing people to keep their individual
policies for an extra year. In the case of Blue Cross,
Florida’s largest carrier, migration would take place in
the summer of 2015.

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT MEETING,
JANUARY 6th.

Merry Chistmas
and
Happy New Year

The law is in its infancy and only time will tell how it
will all shake out. Any time a piece of legislation affects
16% of the economy it will have its challenges. Stay
tuned.
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1281 N. Ocean Drive, Box #114
Singer Island, Florida 33404
E-mail: Info@sicasingerisland.com

SINGER ISLAND CIVIC ASSOCIATION

MONTHLY MEETING
CALENDAR

November 2013 - April 2014
7:00 p.m. (refreshments at 6:30 p.m.)

New day, first Monday of the month and new time
Palm Beach Shores Town Hall

3Nov 4
3Dec. 2
Jan. 6
Feb. 3
Mar. 3
Apr. 7

Our Beaches and Dunes Update
RB Police Department Update
Substance Abuse Treatment & 		
Housing Facilities
Ocean Mall Update/
Ballot Referendum/Annual Meeting
Singer Island CRA District Update
To Be Announced

S.I.C.A. OFFICERS
President..............................Robert Gonstead
Vice-President........................... Andy Romero

Vice-President/Treasurer................ Ann Rettie
Secretary................................Draga Lindblom

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS
Dan Calloway
Bernard Rice
David Schnyer

Take another look . . .
Visit us on the web at:

sicasingerisland.com

